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16 ADDENDUM TO REPORTS 

 

16.1 23rd NSW Coastal Conference 2014 

Responsible Director: Office of the General Manager    

 

Councillors are advised that the 23rd NSW Coastal Conference 2014 is to be held 
from 11-14 November 2014.  This year’s conference will be hosted by Shoalhaven 
City Council and will be held at Ulladulla Civic Centre, Ulladulla. 

The Conference is the leading NSW conference on coastal management with 
representatives from councils, State and Federal agencies and Research and 
Tertiary Institutions in attendance. 

A copy of the program and registration form has been circulated to Councillors. 

Council will need to determine the attendance of Councillors at the NSW Coastal 
Conference. 

 

Enclosures 

1 23rd NSW Coastal Conference Program  

2 23rd NSW Coastal Conference Registration Form  
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16.2 NSW Government Response to the Independent Local Government 
Review Panel and Local Government Acts Taskforce 

CSP Objective: 4 Responsible Civic Leadership that is Transparent, Innovative 
and Accessible 

CSP Strategy: 4.1 Ensure we remain a strong, independent and sustainable local 
government authority to plan, deliver and advocate for the needs 
of our community 

Delivery Program: 4.1.1 Undertake a program of engagement with State, regional 
and local authorities and organisations, and community members 
to ensure Council remains an independent and viable entity   

 

Summary 

This report advises of the NSW Government response to the recommendations of 
the Independent Local Government Review Panel and Local Government Acts 
Taskforce 

Finance 

The NSW Government is proposing funding assistance to councils to become fit for 
the future. 

Policy 

Council has previously opposed forced amalgamations.  

 

Attachments 

Nil  

Enclosures 

1 Circular - Government response to the Independent Local Government Review 
Panel and LocalGovernment Acts Taskforce  

2 Pilot EOI Criteria  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That:- 

1) Council note the Office of Local Government circular and the NSW Government 
response to the Independent Local Government Review Panel and Local 
Government Acts Taskforce; 

2) Council advise of its interest to participate in the pilot program for the 
establishment of joint organisation of councils; 

3) Council raise concern regarding the shifting of financial assistance grants to 
councils with the greatest need.  This action may disadvantage councils that 
have been more efficient and responsible in the past and also lead to further 
deterioration of the financial sustainability of councils generally. 
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BACKGROUND 

On 10 September 2014 the Minister for Local Government and Premier announced 
funding of up to $1 billion for local government in NSW, to help strengthen 
communities and ensure councils are “Fit for the Future”.  The announcement was 
part of the NSW Government response to the Independent Local Government 
Review Panel and Local Government Acts Taskforce recommendations. 

A copy of the Office of Local Government circular that accompanied the 
announcement has been circulated to Councillors.  Key points made in the circular 
and associated material are as follows:- 

 Councils in NSW, other than those in the Far West, are asked to submit a 
proposal by 30 June 2015 outlining plans to become “Fit for the Future”. 

 Councils will be determined to be “Fit for the Future” by an independent panel 
having regard to:- 

1) The structure and amalgamation of councils proposed by the Independent 
Local Government Review Panel; 

2) Financial sustainability; 

3) Effective infrastructure and service; 

4) Efficiency; 

5) The scale and capacity to engage effectively across community, industry 
and government. 

As Kiama Municipal Council has not been identified in the Independent Local 
Government Review Panel Report for potential amalgamation, it is understood 
that Council’s “Fit for Future” proposal would not need to address the 
structural/amalgamation issue. 

 “Fit for the Future” councils will have access to significant funding and support 
to make the structural changes necessary and benefits including: 

 access to a State borrowing facility; 

 access to a streamlined IPART process for setting rates; 

 priority access to State funding and other grants; 

 more flexibility with procurement; 

 simplified reporting; and 

 eligibility for additional planning powers. 

 The Government has also announced changes to the system of local 
government including: 

 a new Local Government Act to be phased in from 2016/17 that will focus 
on Integrated Planning and Reporting; 

 a new role for the NSW Auditor-General; 

 a review of the rating system; 
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 greater clarity on the roles and responsibilities of mayors and general 
managers;  

 a review of the regulatory burden on councils; and 

 the election of Mayors for a minimum of 2 years. 

 The NSW Government is also considering opportunities to direct financial 
assistance grants to communities with the greatest need. 

The NSW Government is also proposing the establishment of joint organisations of 
councils by September 2016 and is seeking expressions of interest from adjoining 
councils on piloting a joint organisation of councils.  Council has previously endorsed 
participating in a joint organisation of councils comprising Wollongong City Council, 
Shellharbour City Council, Shoalhaven City Council and Kiama Municipal Council 
which is likely to eventually replace the Southern Councils Group. 

As the expressions of interest are due within the next couple of weeks, Kiama 
Council should indicate whether it wishes to be part of a pilot project.  The NSW 
Government is providing $300,000 to assist in the pilot program. 

The Mayor and General Manager are attending a meeting with the Office of Local 
Government on Monday 15 September 2014 following which further information will 
be provided. 
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16.3 Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities 

CSP Objective: 4 Responsible Civic Leadership that is Transparent, Innovative 
and Accessible 

CSP Strategy: 4.1 Ensure we remain a strong, independent and sustainable local 
government authority to plan, deliver and advocate for the needs 
of our community 

Delivery Program: 4.1.1 Undertake a program of engagement with State, regional 
and local authorities and organisations, and community members 
to ensure Council remains an independent and viable entity   

 

Summary 

This report recommends that Council confirm the payment of expenses and 
provision of facilities policy adopted by Council at its meeting on 4 February 2014. 

Finance 

This policy concerns payment of expenses incurred or to be incurred by, and the 
provision of facilities to, the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and other councillors in relation to 
discharging their functions. 

Policy 

Under Section 252 of the Local Government Act, the policy is required to be adopted 
by Council. 

 

Attachments 

1 Policy on the Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to the Mayor, 
Deputy Mayor and Other Councillors  

Enclosures 

Nil  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council confirm the payment of expenses and provision of facilities policy. 

 

BACKGROUND 

At its meeting on 4 February 2014, Council adopted the attached policy on the 
payment of expenses and provision of facilities to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and 
other Councillors. 

Under Section 252 of the Local Government Act, the policy is required to be again 
adopted by Council.  Council is also required to give public notice of its intention to 
adopt the policy allowing at least 28 days for the making of public submissions. 
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